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along with a few specimens of crude pottery and iron implements.
These urns invariably contain small pots which are glazed inside
and have either a bead or leaf pattern drawing on their exterior.

A systematic exploration of the country has brought to light the
existence of ancient Jain, Buddhist, Hindu and Christian relics. In
the temples at Chitaral, Nagercoil and Kallil, Jain images of Tirthan-
karas and Padmavatl Devi, belonging to the ninth century A.B., are
seen. The only Buddhist vestiges so far discovered are four stone
images of Buddha in meditation at Karumadi, Mavelikara, Maru-
turkulangara and Pallikal, the last of which has been placed in the
State Museum. The Christian antiquities comprise mostly the
Pehlevi crosses at Kottayam Valiapalli, Muttusira, Kadamattam and
Alangad.

The ancient relics of the Hindus are found in old temples and
palaces of the State, some of which have also a historical and archi-
tectural importance. The only Muhammadan monuments of special
interest are the mosques at Quilon and Tiruvidangod. From the
archaeological point of view, by far the most valuable antiquities in
Travancore are inscriptions on stone, copper and palm-leaf. A
survey of the State has resulted in the discovery of about 1,500
inscriptions. Over 1,300 of these are engraved on stone, 160 on
copper plates, and the rest on palm-leaf. Some of these have much
historical and palaeographical importance. They throw considerable
light on the early history of the Chera, Pandya, Chola, Travancore
and Vijayanagar kings and also of the Madura Naiks. The scripts
employed in the inscriptions are Vatteluttu, Koleluttu, Grantha,
Old Tamil and to a small extent Devanagari and Malayalam.

The epigraphs collected and deciphered are published by the
State Archaeological Department in the Travancore Archaeological
Series, of which seven volumes had been published up to September,
1937. They furnish the historian of South India with a complete